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Hector Villalobos, Field Manager

Ridgecrest BLM Office

300 South Richmond Road

Ridgecrest, CA 93555

Re:  Geotechnical Investigation, Ridgecrest Solar Plant, DOI-BLM-CA-50-2009-0001-0072

Dear Hector ,

The Geotechnical Investigation, Ridgecrest Solar Plant, DOI-BLM-CA-50-2009-0001-0072 that was completed in June 2009 and with a Decision Record of June 24, 2009 was completed in a manner that bypassed the inspection of the public.

We, at National Public Lands News (NPL News), realize that Environmental Assessments (EA) don’t always go through the complete NEPA Analysis, however, we were assured at the meeting that was held on May 28. 2009 at the regular session of the Ridgecrest Steering Committee, that when and if an EA was forthcoming, we would be apprised of the situation.  This comment was made in front of the public, the Steering Committee and the Indian Wells Valley Cooperative Ground Water Management Group (IWVCGWMG).

After reading the Geotechnical Investigation, we realize that this is scientific investigation and no aspects of the project have been identified that would cumulatively affect the environment or public safety especially since Fish and Wildlife and Archaeologists would be working in conjunction with the project.

However, we would like to point out for future use, that the water data should be made available to the public, the IWVCGWMG, the Steering Committee and the Lahonton Water District.

Also, on page 14 of the Geotechnical Investigation it is stated the EA would be made available on the BLM NEPA Website.  To date, this has not been completed.

NPL News also believes that the whole NEPA process should be used in the future, including formal scoping, defining lead agencies, etc.    California Air and Water Agencies also needs to be included in this list as most of the concerns of the public at the May 28, 2009 meeting were concerned about the water usage as the Indian Wells Valley is currently over-utilizing their ground water capacity as noted on page 10 by the statement; “Averaged over the whole of the basin, water levels in the valley are decreasing be approximately 0.50 to 1.50 feet per year.”  Many of the public were also concerned with blowing dust and possible access for existing roads and trails.

In conclusion, we would like to state that we are in favor of green energy when completed by NEPA transparency and look forward to a promising partnership with Solar Millennium, LLC, the BLM, Kern County, the State, and the public.
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