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David L. Jones, Air Pollution Control Officer

2700 “M” St, Suite 302

Bakersfield, CA 93301

Reg: Solar Millennium (SM) Project Ridgecrest, California

Encl (1) Letter to Hector Villabois, BLM Field Manager dated July 28, 2009 

        (2) Letter to BLM and CEC dated January 21, 2010

        (3) Letter to BLM and CEC dated January 18, 2010 by Don Decker 

Dear Mr. Jones,

NPLNEWS is a non-profit, non-partisan, public interest organization.  NPLNEWS focuses its interest on the integrity of the public land management processes including National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the pre and post permit disclosure requirement programs. 

NPLNEWS has long advocated for the balanced special management of the California desert resources.  NPLNEWS goal is to assure the public that publicly- owned resources would not be unduly degradated.

Both NEPA and California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) require that transparency of data should be made timely available to the public.  It is questionable whether some of the Fast Track Energy Proposals, such as Solar Millennium Ridgecrest project, are complying with the letter and spirit of NEPA & CEQA.

After reviewing the Application for Certification (AFC) for SM, we find that several issues have not been correctly addressed.  There is a serious depletion of water resources of the Indian Wells Valley system. We realize that your agency does not regulate water or the overdraft in the Indian Wells Valley, but the requirement for mitigating dust impacts (for the 7.5 million cubic yards that have been identified for grading) using local water resources is a significant impact that must be addressed. Alternative dust control measures must be fully examined prior to selecting water as the only solution to the issue.

The AFC for SM (2.5.7.4) will require 561,000 gallons a day for construction, which will involve 140 roundtrip 4,000-gallon trucks.  In Section 5.13 there is no mention of the heavy truck traffic that will cross Highway 395, 280 crossings per day.

The evapo-transpiration data that they are using is not compatible with desert data.  This will require more water for the grading and more traffic to bear the water.  The number of 1500 acre feet of water for construction use that the applicant is projecting, is equal to ten years of operation and many believe that this figure is low.

The burning of propane is also not listed in the AFC except under AFC 5.6-16 for over a million gallons per year to keep the thermal transfer oil fluid warm on winter nights.  The burning of 1 million gallons or propane will result in 6,500 tons of carbon dioxide per year plus the emission of at least 100 truckloads to deliver this fuel.

For more details concerning the above, we have included the letter from Don Decker whom has considerable knowledge regarding the geology and hydrology in this area.

NPLNEWS has received many similar emails and phone calls expressing citizen’s concerns regarding this project.

The impacts of this “green energy” project are far more substantial than initially envisioned.  The stakes are high and it seems appropriate that citizens get full disclosure when it comes to making decisions and trade-offs concerning health, safety and quality of life issues.

Fugitive dust-related impacts’, affecting health and safety of local residents, is a   major issue.  Affects to nearby residents and the quality of safe flight visibility at the Inyokern Airport and the Naval Weapons Center must be reviewed and carefully examined.  There have been times where the airports were compromised by the dust storms from the Owens Lake.  

It is clear that the issues surrounding this project are best addressed in a NEPA/CEQA type framework, document (joint EIS/EIR) and timely shared with the public.  Unfortunately, to date this has not been done.

Respectfully

Sophia Anne Merk

Public Coordinator for NPLNEWS.COM

Cc: Kern County Planning Department

       California Energy Commission

       Bureau of Land Management

